AGAPE HOME

Agape Home was the first orphanage in Northern Thailand to be established specifically to care for children with AIDS, or at risk of being HIV positive.  It was founded in 1996 by Avis Rideout who was working in Thailand as a missionary, planting churches with her husband and children.

While she was visiting one of the government orphanages, Avis met a young girl named Nikki.  Nikki had been infected with HIV/AIDS through her parents, who had died from the virus.  She had been left in a back room of the hospital.  On her medical chart, the doctor had written ‘Leave her to die.’  Avis felt compelled by God to do something to help Nikki and other children like her who were being neglected.

On May 3, 1996, Avis and Roy Rideout opened the Agape Home.  Avis said to the Welfare Department, “Give me the ones no one else wants, or the ones that are left untouched and unloved.  I’ll start the Home with those kind.”

Agape Home demonstrates the unconditional love of Christ.  Many of the children, relatives, workers of the Agape Home, and nurses/doctors who treat the children have come to know the Lord because of the faithful, selfless witness demonstrated in the lives and love of Agape caregivers and staff.  Avis says that she had seen more people turn to the Lord who had seen the love of Christ demonstrated in caring for these children, than she had seen in over 15 years of church planting.

Agape Home is currently caring for 75 children.  Since Agape Home opened, they have cared for over 242 children.  They have a hospice unit on site that allows sick and dying mothers to care for their children up till their last days.  

After renting a day care center for the first 7 years of ministry, they moved to a 4-acre site in June 2003. In 2008, they added 6 more acres to provide room for group houses and field sports for the older children.  3 boys and 3 girls homes have been completed. 

Children at the orphanage can be sponsored by individuals or groups for $30.00 a month and will receive quarterly pictures and updates.  Child Sponsorship is a great way to make an impact in the lives of these children that are ignored by their society.

For more info about the orphanage or sponsoring a child, please visit:   http://www.nikkisplace.org
Charitable contributions can also be made at that website.  Please contact Phil Foell at phil@bnana.org if you have any questions.

Ways to get involved:

Through the Agape Home Child Sponsorship Program, funds are raised to help meet the day-to-day child-care related expenses of the orphanage (e.g., food, medicine, clothing, educational costs, and full time child care).  The Agape Home children exchange correspondence with their sponsors, delight in getting to know something about their sponsors, and are blessed by the knowledge that people all over the world pray for them regularly and consider them to be a part of their families.  Sponsors receive several updates each year from Agape with a photo and news of their sponsored child.  Sponsors also receive correspondence back from their sponsored child and a treasured experience through their participation.  Find out how to sponsor a child at http://www.nikkisplace.org/ 
 
It’s Almost Christmas!!! 

Well, maybe not quite yet---but we are already thinking about Christmas here at the Agape Home! We love to celebrate Christmas at Agape Home! It seems that no matter their age, ALL the children know the date and start counting down the calendar in anticipation of the big day! Of course, the build-up helps---the big Christmas tree goes up by early December, carols ring out from the speakers posted in the Sala (front open “porch” area of the home), and Avis begins planning the all-family Christmas party and show! 
The kids get in on the fun too, decorating their rooms with lights and small Christmas trees---so that the entire property shimmers in anticipation!!
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Part of our celebration also includes making sure that every Agape Home child has a present under the tree on Christmas morning. Of course, to do all of this, including setting aside a gift for our hardworking full time Thai staff requires funds, and so we rely on extra gifts to help us through the Christmas season. We are so grateful that Shepherd of the Hills is partnering with us to ensure everyone has at least one present under the tree.  
THANK YOU!!! 
And Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year to you and yours!!!

